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Welcome

Dr. Archawin Rojanawiwat, Director of NIH

On behalf of Dr. Supakit Sirilak, Director General of DMSCs 



Expansion of 
The Network

 Introduction of ‘new friends’ of RPHL 
Network/joint initiatives 



Expansion of 
The Network

 Dr. Deepa Kailash Sharma (Vaccine Preventable 
Disease; VPD Laboratory Network, WHO Country 
Office for India)

 Briefing on the meeting of VPD Laboratory Network 
& laboratories experiences on strengthening 
biosafety in COVID-19 pandemic (10 mins)



Expansion of 
The Network

 Joint initiative of Detect 1 and Detect 5 by Thailand 
(5 mins)



ASEAN PLUS THREE FIELD 
EPIDEMIOLOGY TRAINING 

NETWORK (ASEAN+3 FETN) 

Dr Komchaluch Taweeseneepitch, D.V.M., Ph D (Tropical Medicine) 
ASEAN Plus 3 FETN Coordinator



Introduction

ASEAN Plus 3 FETN 
Background

Goals and Priorities 
Areas of Work

Potential areas of 
collaboration with RPHL



Background

ASEAN Plus three FETN endorsed from
the ASEAN plus three senior official
meeting on health development in
2011. Ten ASEAN Member states by
supporting from China, Japan and
republic of Korea aim to strengthen
field epidemiology workforce capacity
in addressing emerging infectious
diseases and other communicable
diseases.



Goals and Priorities Areas of Work
Mission

To support adequate human resource capacity and productive work to respond emerging 
diseases and public health threats effectively.

Main Objectives

A. To be the main platform among the ASEAN+3 Countries for capacity building of 
field epidemiology, regional multi-country and multi-sectoral collaboration in field 
epidemiology training, sharing experiences and best practices on epidemiology, 
including collaboration with animal health sectors where appropriate.

B. To promote and facilitate collaboration and cooperation among members of 
ASEAN+3 FETN for the advancement of the training capacity in the region.

C. To advocate and support the development and enhancement of national capacity 
in field epidemiology training among ASEAN Member States and Plus Three 
Countries. 



GOVERNING STRUCTURE
- Each ASEAN Member States and Plus Three Countries will designate two relevant 
officers to be the contact points for this network. The contact points will coordinate 
and share the relevant updates, information, follow-up, or recommendations to the 
ASEAN Health Cluster 2 Country Coordinator respectively. 

- The ASEAN+3 FETN shall be administered by the Steering Committee that 
consists of ASEAN+3 FETN contact points from each of the ASEAN Member 
States and Plus Three Countries. 

- The Steering Committee will select the chair and vice chair with a one-year term in a 
voluntary basis. The chair and vice chair will be rotated among all ASEAN+3 FETN 
members based upon the readiness and the agreement of Steering Committee. For 
the purpose of continuity, the vice chair of the current year will be the chair of the 
following year. The selection of the upcoming chair and vice chair, based on a 
voluntary basis, will be done during the annual Steering Committee meeting. 

- In the unlikely event that there is no taker, the ASEAN+3 FETN Chairmanship 
rotation will operate on alphabetical basis following the outgoing Chair of 
ASEAN+3 FETN.



ASEAN+3 FETN Coordinating Office  as secretariat

- As the administrator for preparation, implementation and report 
of all ASEAN+3 FETN Steering Committee Meeting and activities of 
the ASEAN+3 FETN. 

- Regularly coordinate with the Health Division of the ASEAN 
Secretariat to ensure the alignment of ASEAN+3 FETN work with 
the ASEAN Health Cluster 2 Work Program.

- Thailand is the current host for the Coordinating Office of 
ASEAN+3 FETN and bearing the operational cost of the ASEAN+3 
FETN Coordinating Office. In the event that the Coordinating 
Office is transferred to another ASEAN Member State, the 
operational cost shall be borne by that ASEAN Member State. 



Potential Areas of Collaboration

Priority Area Potential Cooperative activities

Multi-Disciplinary and Multi-Sectoral 
Collaboration

Joint workshop Enhancing local COVID-
19 specimens' preparedness, 

packaging and transportation (Pilot)

Strengthening and enhancing the 
regional workforce capacity to prevent, 
detect and respond to life-threatening 

emerging infectious diseases

Technical Expert and Advisory (TEA) 
Panel, Invited lab expert to give a talk 

about evolution of SARS-CoV-2





Contact Information

Name
Mr Komchaluch Taweeseneepitch, D.V.M., Ph D 
(Tropical Medicine)

Business Title ASEAN Plus 3 FETN Coordinator

Organizational/Agency ASEAN Plus 3 FETN Coordinating Office

Contact Detail
E-mail: Tkomchaluch@gmail.com

Phone/ WhatsApp: +66 86 6074766







P81-activity in Thailand 
March 1-8, 2022 

Mr. John Jones and Dr.Joris Sprokholt visited Thailand

-Thai NIH, DMSc

- Site visited at RMSc 8, Udon Thani , Regional Health Office and Border Control 

(check point)

Key issues:

1. Appreciation to legislation and the regulatory body (Pathogen and Animal Toxin Act) 

and also regional centers in addressing both biosafety and biosecurity
2. Demonstration and sharing of Surge Capacity Assessment Tool (SCAT)

3. Agreed upon to set a simulation exercise [table top format with a suitable biosecurity
scenario] to test the system: familiarity of procedures , coordination across Thailand, and

gaps identification

4. Possibility to set up training module on Biosecurity (TOT)



Thank you for your attention



Discussion of 
Key Activities 
for 2022

 Utilization of Lab Experts 



Discussion of 
Key Activities 
for 2022

 ASEAN Plus 3 Field Epidemiology Training Network 
(ASEAN+3 FETN)

 Propose the request for lab expert, meeting to discuss & 
identify follow up actions



Potential Areas of Collaboration

Priority Area Potential Cooperative activities

Multi-Disciplinary and Multi-Sectoral 
Collaboration

Joint workshop Enhancing local COVID-
19 specimens' preparedness, 

packaging and transportation (Pilot)

Strengthening and enhancing the 
regional workforce capacity to prevent, 
detect and respond to life-threatening 

emerging infectious diseases

Technical Expert and Advisory (TEA) 
Panel, Invited lab expert to give a talk 

about evolution of SARS-CoV-2



Discussion of 
Key Activities 
for 2022

 Proposed Technical Issues 

 Identify lead member/expert & topics



Proposed 
topics

 SARS-CoV-2 variants

 AMR

 Lab management during outbreak

 Specimen transportation

 Strengthening lab setting

 Etc.



UPCOMING EVENTS 1. C 2. AMR 3. THE ANNUL MEDICAL 
SCIENCES CONFERENCE

1. CariPHLN







Quest name Position and Institute Topics
1 Dr. James D. 

Heffelfinger, MD, MPH
Country Director,
Division of Global Health 
Protection, Center for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention, Thailand

Thai Department of 
Medical Sciences 
and U.S. CDC: What 
We Have Accomplished 
and Future Directions

Keynote speaker 

22nd June, 2022 

11:45 – 12:15 AM



Quest name Position and Institute Topics
1 Dr. Beth A Skaggs

Dr. Pilailuk Akkapaiboon Okada

Laboratory advisor
Thailand MOPH – U.S.CDC Collaboration
(TUC)

Head 
National Influenza laboratory, NIH, Thailand

Global Laboratory Leadership 
Program: A competency-based 
workforce development program 
for building laboratory leaders for 
Global Health Security

2 Dr. Kazuhisa Okada Director
Thailand-Japan Research Collaboration Center
on Emerging and Re-emerging Infections 
(RCC-ERI), Osaka University

Collaborative Studies on Acute 
Diarrheal Diseases in Thailand-
Japan Research Collaboration 
Center

Guest speaker room 5: Medical Sciences Symposium

23rd June, 2022 09:00 – 11:00 AM



Quest name Position and Institute Topics
3 Dr. Dan Schar Senior Regional Emerging Infectious Diseases 

Advisor
USAID Regional Development Mission – Asia, 
Bangkok, Thailand

The DMSc - USAID Partnership: 
Twenty Years of Advancing Public 
Health in Asia

4 Dr. Thidathip Wongsurawat Instructor
Siriraj Long-read Lab, Si-LoL, Division of 
Bioinformatics, 
Research Group and Research Network 
Division, 
Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol 
University

Pathogen Genomics Using 
Nanopore Sequencing Technology

Guest speaker room 5: Medical Sciences Symposium

23rd June, 2022 09:00 – 11:00 AM



Other 
Business

 Secretariat to update a list of focal points & request 
for members to notify for any changes 



Regional Public Health 
Laboratory Network 

(RPHL)
Contact Points
As of May2022



Malaysia
National Public Health Laboratory, Ministry of Health

Dr. Hani Binti Mat Hussin
Director, National Public Health Laboratory

dr.hani@moh.gov.my;  

Dr. Noorliza Binti Mohamad
Noordin
Head, Disease Division, National Public Health Laboratory

noorliza@moh.gov.my; moorliza.noordin9@gmail.com; 



Myanmar
National Health Laboratory, Department of Medical Services, 
Ministry of Health and Sports

Dr. Professor Dr. Htay Htay Tin
Deputy Director General (Lab.)
htayhtaytin@mohs.gov.mm

;drhtayhtaytin@gmail.com; 

Dr. Ommar Swe Tin
Deputy Director

drommarswetin@gmail.com; 
hmarswetin@mohs.gov.mm; 

mailto:htayhtaytin@mohs.gov.mm
mailto:drhtayhtaytin@gmail.com
mailto:drommarswetin@gmail.com
mailto:hmarswetin@mohs.gov.mm


Cambodia
National Institute of Public Health

Mr. Chin Savuth
Deputy Chief of National Reference Laboratory
Savuth_chin@niph.org.kh; 

Dr.Chau Darapheak
Chief of National Reference Laboratory

Cpheak18@gmail.com; 



Thailand
National Institute of Health, Dept. of Med.Sciences

Dr.Athiwat Primsirikunawut
Athiwat.p@dmsc.mail.go.th;

Dr.Pilailuk Okada
Pilailuk.o@dmsc.mail.go.th; 



Vietnam
National Institute of Hygiene and Epidemiology 

Dr. Le thi quynh Mai
Vice director

lom9@hotmail.com; ltqm@nihe.org.vn; 

Trinh Xuan Tung
Officer, General Department of Preventive 
Medicine
trinhxuantung@yahoo.com; 

mailto:lom9@hotmail.com


Lao PDR 
National Center for Laboratory and Epidemiology (NCLE)

Dr. Phonepadith Xangsayarath
Director of NCLE

phonepadithxangsayarath@gmail.com; 

Mr. Virasack Samoulay

Vice head of laboratory, NCLE

virasacksom@gmail.com; 

mailto:phonepadithxangsayarath@gmail.com
mailto:virasacksom@gmail.com


Indonesia
National Institute of Health Research and Development, 
Ministry of Health, Republic of Indonesia (NIHRD)

Dr. Vivi Setiawaty
Director of Centre for R&D of Biomedical and Basic 
Health Technology
vilitbang@yahoo.com;  tukapusbtdk@gmail.com; 
vivisetiawati@hotmail.com

mailto:vilitbang@yahoo.com
mailto:tukapusbtdk@gmail.com
mailto:vivisetiawati@hotmail.com


Philippines

Dr. Amado Ona Tandoc
Chief-Laboratory Research Division, RITM
amado.tandoc@ritm.gov.ph; amado.tandocMD@gmail.coma

Ms. Angelita Jimenez
National Health Lab Network, Ministry of Health

aojimenez658@gmail.com; aoj_seanpap@yahoo.com;

http://ritm.gov.ph/
mailto:amado.tandocMD@gmail.com
mailto:aojimenez658@gmail.com
mailto:aoj_seanpap@yahoo.com


Singapore
National Public Health Laboratory, National Centre for 
Infectious Diseases 

Dr.  Raymond Lin
Director

Raymond_Lin@ncid.sg;

Dr. Cui Lin
Senior Principal Scientific Officer

cui_lin@moh.gov.sg; cui_lin@ncid.sg; 

mailto:Raymond_Lin@ncid.sg
mailto:cui_lin@moh.gov.sg


Brunei Darussalam
Ministry of Health

Dr Hjh Surita Hj Mohd Taib
Acting Director of Laboratory Services

surita.taib@moh.gov.bn; 

Dr. Nor Azian Binti Hj Hafneh

Chief Scientific Officer

Azian760@gmail.com; 
norazian.hafneh@moh.gov.bn;  

mailto:surita.taib@moh.gov.bn
mailto:Azian760@gmail.com


Nepal
National Public Health Laboratory

Dr. Runa Jha
Director, National Public Health Laboratory

director@nphl.gov.np; runa75jha@gmail.com; 

Jyoti Acharya
Joint-Chief Medical Technologist

Head: Department of Microbiology, National Public Health Laboratory 

(NPHL) Jyotigan30@gmail.com; nphl@nphl.gov.np

mailto:director@nphl.gov.np
mailto:runa75jha@gmail.com
mailto:Jyotigan30@gmail.com
mailto:nphl@nphl.gov.np


Technical 
Issues Survey

 https://forms.gle/AYaMbDUbVv5yuwGz5 


